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PREFACE. 

THE  dehgn  of  the  following  In- 
quiry is  to  deted  and  expofe  the  fal- 
lacious as  well  as  dangerous  tendency 
of  thofe  fafhionable  arcana  which  are 
laid  to  cure  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  by 
external  contact.  For  the  due  difcuf- 
lion  therefoie  of  this  fubjedl,  the  nature 
of  the  venereal  poifon  is  firft  considered, 
the  flru&ure  of  the  penis  accurately 
defcribed,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  poifon  is  received,  with  its  progrefs 
and  mode  of  action,  are  clearly  pointed 

out ; from  all  which,  this  deliberate 

; 

conclufion  is  made,  that  the  effects  of 
the  venereal  poifon  are  not  to  be  ef- 
fectually counteracted  by  external 
agents,  and  that  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury  is  at  all  times  neceflary  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  difeafed. 


But 


ii  PREFACE. 

But  as  a work  or  this  kind,  and  ad- 
drefied  as  this  is,  to  thofe  who  have  not 
made  phyfic  their  ftudy,  has  to  en- 
counter their  prejudices,  and  which 
can  only  be  effefted  by  a firm  confi- 
dence in  the  author  to  render  it  fo  ge- 
nerally ufeful  as  he  could  wifh,  it  may 

be  neceffary  to  allure  them,  that  the 

* \ 

theory,  on  which  the  arguments  are 
founded,  is  deduced  from  anatomy  and 
phyfiology ; and  moreover  that  it  is 
well  fiipported  by  the  teft  of  experience. 

T o the  faculty,  the  real  judges  of 
its  merit  or  otherwife,  the  author  de- 
clares in  the  words  of  a late  writer, 
iC  He  fears  his  confine  leaft  whofe 
knowledge  is  molt  extenfive.” 

V 

Ipswich, 

June  29,  1782. 
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CHAP.  I. 

On  the  Venereal  Poison. 

f | ^PIE  Venereal  Poifon,  from  being  more 
1 frequent  than  any  other,  as  well  as  the 
feverefi  fcourge  to  the  pleafures  of  mankind,  has 
undergone  repeated  analyfes,  that  its  nature  might 
be  difcovered,  and  fome  certain  fpecific  adapted 
for  its  deftruCtion.  But  hitherto  all  the  labours 
of  the  inquifitive  and  ingenious  have  proved  in- 
effectual ; it  ftill  retains  its  primitive  acrimony, 
and,  if  negleCted  or  maltreated,  invariably  pro- 
duces the  fame  effedts  as  formerly.  This  opinion 
is  however  difputed  by  many  of  the  faculty,  who, 
on  the  contrary,  affert  that  the  venereal  poifon 
daily  becomes  milder  in  its  nature,  that  it  will 
probably,  in  time,  wear  itfelf  out,  and  be  no 
more  heard  of.  Were  there  but  fo  much  even 
as  probability  in  fupport  of  fuch  an  alfertion,  it 
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might  afford  us  a comfortable  prefage  in  favor 
of  pofterity.  But  it  is  haftily  embraced,  and 
being  nothing  more  than  the  refult  formed  on  a 
comparative  digeff  of  the  fentiments  of  the  an- 
tient  and  modern  writers  on  the  fubjedt,  it  is 
by  no  means  juft  in  the  conclufion. 

The  antierits  having  defcribed  the  effefts  of 
this  poifon,  with  their  ufual  accuracy  and  pre- 
cifion,  and  withal  having  remarked  many  dan- 
gerous as  well  as  fatal  fymptoms  belonging  to 
it,  which  are  not  mentioned  by  the  moderns,  the 
incautious  reader,  upon  this  comparative  view, 
has  been  induced  to  conclude,  that  the  poifon 
muft  have  been  more  malignant  in  their  days 
than  in  our  own ; but,  if  a careful  and  candid 

9 

inveftigation  be  made  of  the  progrefs  of  the 
poifon,  the  marked  difference  in  its  prefent  ef- 
fects from  that  which  formerly  attended  it,  will, 
I truft,  be  found,  not  to  originate  from  any  real 
alteration  in  the  nature  of  it,  but  from  other 
caufes. 


When 
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When  the  venereal  poifon  firfl  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  Europe,  its  effedts  overwhelmed  the 
minds  of  men  with  furprize  and  condemnation ; 
they  faw  it  attack  both  the  fexes  indifcrimi- 
nately,  and  in  a fhort  time  commit  the  mod; 
dreadful  ravages  on  the  human  frame ; fo  terri- 
fic and  unufual  was  its  operation,  that  no  one 
attempted  to  reafon  on  its  nature,  but  tamely 
fubmitted  to  its  rage  and  fury,  in  full  confidence 
that  the  poifon  muff  be  the  refult  of  Divine 
wrath,  and  not  the  effedt  of  any  natural  caufe  : 
every  one  therefore  confeffed  his  ignorance  of 
the  new  peftilence,  and  all  flood  idle  fpedlators 
of  its  cruel  depredations ; fo  confcious  were 
they  of  its  being  a judgment  from  Heaven,  that 
thofe  infedted  with  it  were  thought  unworthy  of 
attention,  and  were  branded  with  every  pofiible 
mark  of  infamy  and  difgrace ; they  were  pro- 
fcribed  the  intercourfe  of  fociety  : even  the  phy- 
ficians,  whofe  minds  were  probably  lefs  tindlured 
with  the  fuperflition  of  the  times,  were  equally 
puzzled  to  account  for  it ; and  being  unac- 
quainted with  its  nature,  they  were  confequently 
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at  a lofs  for  a medicine  to  which  they  could  af- 
cribe  the  ipecific  virtues  of  an  antidote.  Under 
therefore  fuch  a cloud  of  ignorance,  the  poifon 
muft  neceflarily  have  occafioned  the  moft  fatal 
confequences,  being  all  this  while  left  to  exert 
its  baneful  influence  uncontrouled,  and  confe- 
quently  put  an  hafty  period  to  the  miferable  ex- 
igence of  many,  merely  from  the  want  of  a pro- 
per remedy  to  check  its  career. 

In  time,  as  the  poifon  became  more  general, 
and  its  effeds  more  familiar,  the  minds  of  men, 
emerged  from  ignorance  and  infatuation,  difco- 
vered  it  to  be  invariable  in  its  addon,  and  com- 
municable by  contad  only,  and  not  by  the 
breath,  as  had  been  falfely  furmifed  ; nor  yet  by 
improper  diet  or  bad  air,  as  had  been  erroneoufly 
fuggefled.  They  therefore  employed  their  reafon, 
and  forming  their  ideas  into  fome  regular  fyftem 
to  oppofe  its  effeds,  fucceeded  fo  far  as  fre- 
quently to  palliate,  and  fometimes  to  expel  the 
poifon.  This  was  the  firft  dawn  of  improvement ; 
but  its  progrefs  was  flow,  for  their  theory  on  the 
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nature  and  effedts  of  the  poifon  was  erroneous  arid 
hypothetical,  for  want  of  that  knowledge  which 
alone  gives  liability  to  the  healing  art,  anatomy 
and  phyfiology.  Ignorant  as  they  were  of  both 
thefe  fciences,  they  could  not  eftablifh  any  cer- 
tain treatment  either  for  its  expulfion,  or  miti- 
gation of  its  effedts  ; for  as  anatomy  expofes  the 
conftituent  parts  of  the  body,  and  phyfiology  ex- 
plains their  different  fundtions,  the  injury  which 
the  parts  fuflain,  and  the  impediments  which 
thofe  fundtions  receive,  from  whatfoever  caufe 
produced,  can  no  way  be  traced  to  their  real 
iource  but  by  a knowledge  of  thofe  fciences. 
Indeed  their  pradtice  evinces,  they  prefcribed 
upon  no  juft  principle,  for  in  compliance  with  the 
opinions  of  their  predeceffors  refpedting  poifons 
in  genera],  they  advifed  no  remedy  for  the  cure 
of  this  but  what  was  ftrongly  fudorific,  and  as 
medicines  of  that  clafs  are  in  their  nature  heat- 
ing, the  effedts  of  the  poifon  were  often  encreafed 
by  them.  It  is  true,  mercury  was  at  that  time 
in  ufe,  but  as  no  one  had  ventured  to  give  it  in- 
ternally, and  as  the  exadt  quantity  neceffary  to 
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do  fervice  by  external  application  was  by 
means  afcertained,  it  was  oftentimes  ufed  fo 
iparingly  as  to  have  little  or  no  effeft,  and  at 
other  times  fo  profufely  as  to  carry  off  great 
numbers,  confequently  it  fell  into  difrepute. 

It  was  therefore  owing  to  the  very  little  im- 
provement made  in  the  knowledge  and  treatment 
of  the  poifon,  that  the  malignity  of  it  appeared 
at  that  time  irrefiftible  ; confequently  it  is  unfair 
to  admit  now  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  evils 
recited  by  the  antients,  as  the  neceffary  and  un- 
avoidable effects  of  it,  fince  fuperflition  as  to  the 
caufe  of  thofe  effects,  and  ignorance  of  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy,  contributed  principally  to  their 
rife  and  progrefs. 

That  this  was  the  cafe  is  evident  from  the 
great  improvements  which  were  afterwards  made 
in  phyfick  by  the  knowledge  of  anatomy  and 
phyfiology.  As  foon  as  thofe  fciences  became 
generally  known,  a well-grounded  theory  on  the 
caufe  and  fymptoms  of  difeafes  was  eftablifhed, 
the  mifconceived  opinions  of  the  antients  were 
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exploded,  and  reafoning,  formed  on  mechanical 
principles,  was  introduced  to  explain  the  effedts 
of  poifons,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  animal 
frame.  From  this  time  the  dreadful  confequen- 
ces  attendant  on  the  venereal  poifon,  and  which 
before  had  been  attributed  to  occult  influence, 
were  explained  upon  an  unerring  principle,  the 
effedt  which  corroflve  bodies  muft  have  upon 
irritable  fibres,  “ the  deftroying  of  their  cohe- 
lion  and  as  the  venereal  poifon  ufually  identified 
itfelf  by  forming  ulcers,  and  otherwife  affedting 
the  fundtions  of  the  body  ; all  thofe  effedts-  were 
now  judicioufly  afcribed  to  its  peculiar  acrimony. 
From  fo  well  adjufted  a datum  foon  fprung  a ra- 
tional method  of  cure ; the  facultv  were  fatisfied 
that  the  poifon  was  received  by  external  contadt, 
and  that  its  effedts  could  nowife  be  eradicated, 
but  by  the  expelling  of  it  from  the  body ; they 
therefore  fought  for  thofe  remedies  which  had  a 
power  of  pervading  the  fmalleft  feries  of  veffels, 
and  fortunately  infldtuted  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury for  that  purpofe.  This  was  the  aera  in  which 
the  venereal  poifon  received  its  firft  material 
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check ; for  thofe  fymptoms  of  it  which  before 
had  refilled  the  efforts  of  medicine,  now  gave 
way  to  the  power  of  this  invaluable  drug  : 
henceforward  the  poifon  became  lefs  and  lefs  for- 
midable in  its  confequences,  for  the  difeafed  hav- 
ing immediate  recourfe  to  this  newly- difeovered 
fpecific,  the  poifon  was  counteracted  before  it 
could  have  time  to  commit  its  ufual  depredations 
upon  the  conflitution. 

The  improved  knowledge  in  anatomy,  phy- 
fiology,  and  the  fortunate  introduction  of  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury,  were  then  the  means  by 
which  the  venereal  poifon  was  originally  ren- 
dered lefs  deleterious  to  mankind,  than  it  had 
proved  in  the  times  preceding. 

Another  caufe  which  likewife  contributed 
to  leffen  the  effeCts  of  the  venereal  poifon,  was 
the  rife  of  a new  fymptom,  the  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea. I fay  a new  fymptom,  becaufe  the  antiems, 
who  have  fo  accurately  deferibed  the  confirmed 
lues  or  pox,  do  not  mention  a difeharge  from 
the  urethra  as  an  effeCt  of  it ; if  therefore  their 
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account  is  to  be  depended  upon,  the  venereal 
poifon  from  the  year  1494,  the  time  it  was  firft 
brought  into  Europe,  to  the  year  1 545,  the  time 
the  virulent  gonorrhoea  firft  made  its  appearance, 
exerted  itfelf  in  a general  way  upon  the  body, 
and  of  courfe,  from  ignorance  and  negledt,  mud 
neceflarily  produce  thofe  fatal  confequences 
which  are  afcribed  to  it,  for  as  no  precife  time 
when  the  poifon  was  received  could  be  tolerably 
afcertained,  the  blood  was  often  fecretly  conta- 
minating for  feveral  months,  till  at  length  it 
burd:  forth  with  relentlefs  fury : the  rife  of  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  was  therefore  a fortunate 
circumftance  to  mankind  ; its  appearance  gave 
early  notice  of  the  admiflion  of  the  poifon,  and 
the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  (iffue  like)  directed 
it  to  a more  immediate  exit.  This  new  fymptom 
did  therefore  prevent  the  accuftomed  frequency 
of  univerfal  infection,  and  by  that  means  induced 
many  to  believe  that  the  poifon  became  daily  lefs 
virulent : but  fuch  an  inference  mud:  not  be 

admitted,  for  it  does  not  prove  that  the  poifon 
fullered  any  change  in  its  nature,  either  previous 
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to,  or  after  the  commencement  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  but  rather,  that  by  fixing  on  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  it  produced  its  effedts 
more  locally  than  it  had  done  before,  and  of 
courfe  that  the  confirmed  pox  was  lefs  frequently 
experienced.  The  fupervention  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea  to  the  former  effedts  of  the  poifon, 
did  not  then  leflen  its  virulence,  nor  yet  render 
it  incapable  of  producing  a pox  in  its  ufual  de- 
gree ; for  I do  aver,  notwithstanding  what  is 
afferted  to  the  contrary  by  fome  modern  pradti- 
tioners,  that  if  that  portion  of  it  which  confti- 
itutes  the  gonorrhoea  is  abforbed  and  conveyed 
into  the  blood,  the  very  fame  effedts,  if  it  be 
permitted  to  take  its  courfe,  will  be  produced 
by  it,  as  are  recited  by  the  antients. 

From  the  concurring  caufes  above  mentioned, 
I fhall  draw  the  following  conclufion  : That  the 
milder  effedts  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  our  days, 
on  a comparifon  with  the  defcription  given  of 
them  by  the  antients,  do  not  originate  from  the 
poifon  being  now  lefs  virulent  than  formerly, 

but 
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but  are  indebted  to  a more  precife  knowledge  of 
the  animal  oeconomy,  acquired  by  the  moderns, 
and  to  their  having  adopted  more  fafe  and  expe- 
ditious methods  for  the  expulfion  of  it. 


The  fpecific  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon  has 
long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  faculty,  fome 
of  whom  pretend  to  have  difcovered  it,  and  in 
confequence  have  directed  remedies  for  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  it.  But  we  are  certainly  ignorant 
of  its  nature  j that  it  is  highly  acrid  and  corro- 
five,  is  evident  from  the  inflammation  and  ex- 
ulceration which  it  produces,  but  the  modifica- 
tion and  arrangement  of  its  parts,  on  which  its 
peculiar  adtion  mu  ft  depend,  we  can  have  no 
adequate  idea  of,  for  the  intimate  nature  and 
crafts  of  poifons  is  placed  far  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  refearches.  Even  chymiftry,  which 
analyfes  the  conftituent  parts  of  bodies,  and 
is  faid  to  be  the  only  fcience  explanatory  of 
their  fecret  operations,  has  rather  darkened  than 
thrown  any  light  upon  this  fubjedt.  Some  of 
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its  profeflfors  have  deduced  its  effects  from  alkali; 
others,  from  acid;  qualities  which  are  diametri- 
cally oppofite  and  not  naturally  inherent  in  ani- 
mal fluids ; while  others,  ftill  more  eccentric, 

have  placed  its  nature  “ in  a highly  fubtle  ful- 

\ 

phureous  fluid,  or  in  a phlogiftic  aethereal  fer- 
mentative principle;”  and  even  the  judicious 
Aftruc,  as  inconfiftently  as  any  of  them,  con- 
cludes, that  its  nature  is  £C  falfo  acid.”  What 
unintelligible  jargon  ! Surely  men  would  a£t 
a more  ingenuous  part  in  confefling  their  igno- 
rance, than  by  endeavouring  to  conceal  it,  and 
to  impofe  upon  mankind  under  the  mafic  of 
technical  exprefiion.  Ingenious  men  of  the 
profeflion  will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  thus 
deceived,  nor  will,  I truft,  the  unphyfical  reader; 
for  how  great  a novice  foever  he  may  be  in  the 
art,  yet  he  is  a judge  of  confiflent  reafoning,  and 
muf!  conclude  from  the  above  fpecimen,  that 
chymiftry  has  not  contributed  the  leaft  towards 
the  difcovery  of  this  myflery. 
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In  truth,  we  can  judge  of  the  nature  of  poi- 
lons  only  from  their  effects ; for  firfl  caufes  and 
the  exadl  modification  of  matter  are  placed  too 
diflan t for  human  reafoning  to  explore.  If  their 
effects  are  invariable,  it  is  certain  the  caufes 
which  produce  them  are  invariable  alfo ; and 
fince  the  venereal  poifon  (like  the  canine, 
viperine,  variolous,  and  others)  has  conti- 
nued through  fucceffive  ages  without  deviating 
from  fome  certain  and  diflinguifhed  marks  of 
action,  it  is  furely  conclufive  that  it  is  in  its  na- 
ture immutable ; had  it  been  capable  of  any 
change,  it  is  more  than  probable  it  mull  have 
happened  long  ago,  but  as  it  flill  identifies  its 
exiflence  by  affirming  the  fame  form,  attended 
with  the  fame  effects  when  uncontrouled,  it  is 
obvious  that  it  has  fuffered  no  alteration  : for 
what  flronger  evidence  can  we  have  of  the  im- 
mutability of  any  body,  than  that  its  appearance 
and  effeds  ever  have  been,  and  flill  are,  inva- 
riably the  fame. 

\$ 
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As  therefore  the  venereal  poifon  has  under- 
gone no  real  mutation,  its  various  effects  as  to 
malignity  muft  not  be  afcribed  to  any  alteration 
in  the  nature  of  the  poifon,  but  to  certain  inci- 
dental and  concomitant  circumftances,  fuch  as 
climate,  diet,  conftitution,  judicious  or  injudi- 
cious application  . of  medicine,  negledt,  with 
other  caufes  : for  as  we  can  induce  no  change 
in  its  parts,  it  muft  retain  its  primitive  action, 
and  continue  to  produce » the  fame  effects  upon 
the  body  fo  long  as  infectious  commerce  is  kept 
up  between  the  fexes. 

The  opinion,  then,  that  the  venereal  poifon 
daily  becomes  milder,  and,  in  confequence,  that 
it  will  in  time  wear  itfelf  out,  as  though  its 
powers  could  be  exhaufted,  and  the  modification 
of  its  parts  could  admit  of  a change,  is  fuch  un- 
supported reafoning  as  muft  inevitably  fall  to  the 
ground,  and,  of  courfe,  noftrum  infallibility  along 
with  it : for  as  we  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
its  component  parts,  we  cannot  recur  to  any  me- 
dicine that  with  abfolute  certainty  will  deftroyit. 
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C H A P.  II. 

On  the  Structure  of  the  Penis, 

» 

^T^HE  Penis  in  the  male  more  ufually  irri- 
bibes  the  venereal  poifon.  than  any  other 
part  of  the  body ; an  inquiryinto  its  flrudlure  is 
therefore  very  neceffary. 

It  is  formed  of  arteries,  veins,  lymphatic  vef- 
fels,  nerves,  common  integument,  two  cavern- 
ous bodies,  and  urethra. 

. 1 i 

The  arteries  of  the  penis,  like  all  the  other 
arteries,  are  branches  of  one  principal  trunk, 
called  the  Aorta ; a large  veffel  which  iffues 
from  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and  is  mi- 
nutely ramified  throughout  the  body.  The  ufe 
of  the  aorta  is  to  diftribute  the  blood  which  it 
receives  from  the  heart  to  every  part  of  the  ani- 
mal frame,  and  to  prepare  and  feparate  from  it 
the  different  fecretions  and  excretions  : its  form 
is  that  of  a cone  with  its  bafe  uppermoft*  it 

there- 
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therefore  converges  as  it  ramifies,  till  at  laft  it 
is  extended  into  exquifitely  fine  capillary  tubes, 
innumerable  branches  of  which  terminate  upon 
the  fkin,  and  exhale  the  perfpirable  matter,  like  - 
wife  upon  all  the  internal  cavities ; upon  whofe 
furfaces  they  depofite  a clear  lymph  for  moiflure 
and  other  purpofes ; the  remainder  form  a junc- 
tion with  the  extremities  of  veins,  and  return 
their  fluids,  as  in  a circle,  to  the  heart.  The 
aorta  is  alfo  indued  with  a contractile  power, 
called  the  Pulfe,  which  enables  it  to  propel  the 
blood  through  its  decreafing  diameter. 

The  veins  are  mere  recurrent  veffels ; they 
originate  at  the  extremities  of  the  aorta,  and 
though  conical,  yet,  unlike  the  former,  they 
begin  at  their  apex  and  terminate  at  their  bafe ; 
they  therefore  diverge  in  their  progrefs,  ramify, 

join  each  other,  and  all  finally  meet  in  one  large 

% 

trunk,  called  the  Vena  Cava,  a veffel  which 
empties  itfelf  immediately  into  the  right  auricle 
of  the  heart.  The  aorta  then  conveys  the  blood 
from  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  to  every  part 

of 
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of  the  body,  and  after  it  has  feparated  from  it 
the  feveral  fecretions  and  excretions,  it  propels 
the  remainder  (now  robbed  of  its  nutritious 
parts)  into  the  extremities  of  the  veins,  to  be 
returned  to  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  for  a 
frefh  fupply. 

The  above  are  the  only  offices  which  the 
arteries  and  veins  perform. 

The  lymphatic  velfels,  fo  called  from  their 
containing  lymph  only,  are  a feparate  and  dif- 
tindt  fyftem  from  the  former,  having  no  connec- 
tion with  either  the  arteries  or  veins,  one  only 
of  the  latter  excepted,  of  which  I (hall  treat 
hereafter.  The  aorta,  as  has  been  already  ob- 

/ 

ferved,  takes  its  rife  from  the  heart,  and  propels 
the  blood  from  the  centre  of  the  body  to  the 
circumference  of  it : but  the  lymphatic  veffiels 
originate  from  all  the  furfaces  of  the  body,  as 
well  interior  as  exterior,  and  convey  their  fluids, 
reverfely  of  the  former,  from  the  circumference 
of  the  body  to  the  centre  of  it ; at  their  origin 
they  are  imperceptibly  fmall,  encreafe  in  their 

D diam- 
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diameters  as  they  advance,  join  each  other  in 
their  progrefs,  occafionally  entwine  into  fmall 
compadt  bodies,  called  Glands,  and  all  terminate 
in  the  thoracic  dudt,  a large  trunk  or  receptacle, 
fo  called  from  being  fituated  within  the  thorax 
or  chefL 

The  lymphatic  veiTels  of  the  bowels  take  alfo  ' 
the  fame  rout  and  termination  : they  are  contra - 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Ladteal  or  Milky 
VeiTels,  from  the  colour  of  the  fluids  which  they 
convey  j but  they  are  in  every  refpedt  of  the 
fame  ftrudture  and  ufe  with  the  former : they 
originate  at  the  lurfaces  of  the  bowels,  with  the 
fame  porous-like  beginnings,  encreafe  in  flze  as 
they  advance,  conjoin,  form  glands,  and  all  ter- 
minate in  the  fame  receptacle. 

The  lymphatic  veflels,  therefore,  whether  01V 
ginating  from  the  fuperficies  of  the  body,  its  in- 
ternal cavities,  or  the  furfaces  of  the  inteftines, 
perform  the  fame  office,  and  effedl  one  and  the 
fame  purpofe,  that  of  conveying  a bland  and 
well-diluted  chyle,  or  milk,  to  be  depofited  in 

the 
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the  heart,  that  the  wafte  inevitably  occafioned 
by  the  neceffary  evacuations  of  the  body  may  be 
momentarily  replaced ; and  this  office  they  com- 
plete by  means  of  a certain  power  with  which 
they  are  endued  of  abforbing  or  fucking  up 
whatever  is  applied  to  their  mouths ; thofe  there- 
fore which  are  placed  upon  the  lurface  of  the 
Ikin  imbibe  from  the  furrounding  atmofphere ; 
thofe  feated  upon  the  internal  cavities  abforb 
whatever  is  exhaled  by  the  arteries  more  than 
necelfarv  for  moifture ; thofe  upon  the  furfaces 
of  the  bowels  fuck  up  the  milky  or  reftorative 
parts  of  our  food,  and  all  empty  themfelves,  like 
fo  many  fmail  rivulets  into  one  bream,  in  the 
thoracic  dud: : the  thoracic  dud  is  therefore  the 
grand  refervoir  into  which  the  whole  of  the 
lymph  and  chyle,  from  whatfoever  parts  of  the 
body  abforbed,  is  depoiited. 

It  is  evident  then,  that  the  lymphatics  are 
the  nutrient  veffels ; for  it  is  by  them  alone  that 
the  chyle  is  colleded  and  properly  diluted  for 

the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  blood  with  a fuc- 

/ 
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celTion  of  nourifhment,  to  recruit  the  wafte  of 
repeated  circulations.  The  manner  in  which 
this  fupply  is  furnifhed  is  truly  curious  : the 
thoracic  dud  does  not  empty  itfelf  immediately 
into  the  heart  by  any  dired  communication, 
becaufe  fo  large  and  fudden  a depoiite  of  the 
chyle  could  not  have  been  properly  afiimi- 
lated  with  the  blood;  it  therefore  opens  into 
the  left  fubclavian  vein  (a  vein  fo  called  from 
its  being  fituated  under  the  clavicle  or  collar- 
bone) and  its  contents  are  conveyed  with  the 
blood  of  the  latter,  firfl  into  the  vena  cava,  and 
thence  into  the  heart  and  general  circulation ; 
by  which  ineftimable  contrivance,  the  animal 
juices  are  fed  with  frefh  nourifhment  in  fuch 
proportion,  as  to  become  intimately  mixed  and 
blended  with  the  blood  by  the  united  force  of 
the  heart  and  arteries. 

From  the  above  defeription  it  is  evident, 
that  the  lymphatic  velfels  are  intirely  diftindt 
from,  and  totally  unconnected  with,  the  heart 
and  arteries ; and  likewife,  that  the  latter  can 
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receive  no  fupply,  or  indeed  any  thing  elfe,  but 
what  mud:  be  conveyed  into  them  through  their 
diredt  means ; in  other  words,  the  lymphatic 
veffels  furnifh  the  body  with  all  its  fluids ; the 
arteries  and  veins  diftribute  them  to  the  different 
parts,  for  the  various  purpofes  of  nature. 

The  nerves,  as  emiffaries  from  the  brain,  and 
the  undoubted  organs  of  fenfe,  controul  every 
animal  function. 

The  common  integument  of  the  penis  is  a 
pontinuation  of  that  general  covering  of  the  body 
which  is  known  by  name  of  the  true  fkin : it 
is  fupplied  with  arteries  to  exhale  the  perfpirable 
matter,  and  with  veins  to  return  the  fuperfluous 
blood ; likewife  with  an  infinity  of  lymphatic 
veffels ; but  as  their  mouths  are  flronger  in  their 
contractions,  and  from  fridtion  and  expofure  are 

a 

made  lefs  fen  Able  than  thofe  feated  upon  the  more 
delicate  fkin  of  the  internal  prepuce,  glans  penis, 
and  urethra,  fo  they  are  not  equally  open  with 
the  latter,  to  the  admiffion  of  all  bodies. 
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The  venereal  poifon,  it  is  faid,  cannot  well 
be  taken  up  by  the  abforbents  of  the  true  ikin, 
though  mercury,  by  preffure,  readily  finds  its 
way  into  them  ; how  far  this  affertion  is  flridly 
true,  or  otherwife,  I fhall  not  here  controvert, 
though  I confefs,  that  in  cafe  it  were  applied 
with  a fcrong  fridion,  I fhould  not  be  without 
my  apprehenfions  for  the  confequence.  But,  as 
fome  proof  that  the  venereal  poifon  does  not  ob- 
tain an  eafy  admittance  by  the  lymphatics  of  the 
true  fkin,  furgeons  who  drefs  venereal  ulcers, 
and  whofe  fingers  are  occafionally  befmeared 
with  the  infedious  matter,  feldom,  if  ever,  con- 
trad  the  difeafe,  unlefs,  at  the  time,  they  have  a 
cut  finger,  fome  concealed  wound,  or  excoria- 
tion : nor  do  thofe  labouring  under  a virulent 
gonorrhoea  (though  attended  with  chancres)  con- 
trad  a pox  by  handling  the  infeded  part,  unlefs 
their  fingers  are  in  the  fituation  above  defcribed ; 
and,  from  the  fame  caufe  it  is,  that  the  outward 
covering  of  the  penis,  though  in  contad  with 
the  poifon  during  the  venereal  conflid,  is  fel- 

dom 
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dom,  if  ever*  infedted,  unlefs  there  are  previous 
pimples  or  excoriations  upon  it. 

But  the  prepuce,  or  forefkin,  which  is  a du- 
plicature  or  fold  of  the  common  covering,  and 
forms  what  is  called  the  fheath  to  the  penis,  is 
not  fo  fecure : for  that  furface  of  it  which  lies 
upon  the  glans,  or  nut,  is  compofed  of  a much 
liner  fkin  than  the  external ; it  is,  like  the  for- 
mer, fupplied  with  arteries,  veins,  and  nerves* 
for  moiflure  and  fenfation,  and  alfo  with  an  in- 
finite number  of  lymphatic  velfels,  which  being 
of  a finer  texture,  and  lefs  expofed  than  thofe 
upon  the  true  fkin,  are  more  fenfible  and  patent 
for  the  reception  of  whatever  is  applied  to  them.. 

The  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis  give  it  that 
confidence  which  is  fo  remarkable  in  its  Hate  of 
eredtion  : they  are  cylindrical  in  fhape,  and  ori- 
ginate near  the  bone  called  the  Os  Pubis ; in 
their  middle  they  are  divided  by  a thin  feptum 
or  partition,  through  which  blood  velfels  pafs  in 
various  directions,  and  communicate  with  each 
other.  The  name  of  cavernous  is  given  to  them, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  they  appear  as  if  compofed  of  an  infinity 
of  cells,  but  in  reality  their  fubftance  is  only  an 
intertexture  of  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  and  lym- 
phatic veflels,  difpofed  in  mefhes,  like  net- work, 
and  fupported  by  the  common  conne&ing  or 
cellular  membrane,  from  which  loofe  and  vaf- 
cular  ftrudture  they  are  capable  of  great  expan- 
fion,  and  are  therefore,  upon  any  fudden  deriva- 
tion of  blood  into  them,  the  immediate  caufe 
of  that  diflention  of  the  penis  fo  necefifary  for 
coition. 

The  urethra  is  that  canal  or  pipe  through 
which  the  femen  and  urine  pafs  ; it  takes  its  rife 
from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  is  continued 
to  the  end  of  the  penis,  where  it  terminates  by  a 
fmall  opening.  The  internal  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  or  that  furface  of  it  over  which  the  urine 
and  femen  flow,  is  very  delicate  and  fenfible  : it 
is  conftrudted  of  nerves,  arteries,  veins,  and  lym- 
phatic veflfels.  The  nerves  give  to  it  extream 
fenfibility ; the  arteries  continually  exude  upon 
its  furface  a foft  tranfparent  glaire  like  the  white 

of 
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of  egg,  to  defend  it  againft  the  acrid  falts  of  the 
urine;  the  veins  return  the  fuperfluous  blood; 
and  the  lymphatic  veffels,  with  which  it  is  innu- 
merably ftored,  abforb  whatever  is  redundantly 
depolited  by  the  arteries,  or  whatever  elfe  is 
applied  to  their  mouths  by  other  means. 

The  glans  or  nut  of  the  penis  is  a continu- 
ation of  the  urethra  reflected  over  the  ends  of  the 
two  cavernous  bodies,  to  which  it  ferves  as  a cap 
or  covering ; as  being  therefore  only  an  expanfion 
of  the  urethra,  it  is  fimilar  in  flruCture ; it  has  its 
arteries  for  moifture,  nerves  for  acute  fenfation, 
and  lymphatic  veffels  to  fuck  up  whatever  is 
placed  in  contact  with  them. 

The  above  defcribed  parts  collectively  taken 
form  the  penis. 

Before  I leave  this  fubjeCt,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  glands  of  the 
groin ; for  though  they  do  not  properly  belong 
to  the  penis,  as  a part  of  its  ftruCture,  yet  their 
frequent  connection  with  the  latter,  when  in- 
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fe&ed  with  the  venereal  poifon,  gives  them  a 
place  of  no  inconliderable  moment  in  the  fol- 
lowing fheets. 

\ 

f 

The  glands  of  the  groin  are  final],  hard,  oval 
bodies,  eafily  diftinguilhable  by  the  touch,  and 
fituated  in  the  angle  between  the  upper  part  of 
each  thigh  and  the  belly.  They  derive  their 
origin  from  the  parts  of  generation,  for  the  lym- 
phatic veflels  of  the  common  integument  of  the 
penis,  the  internal  prepuce,  the  glans,  urethra, 
and  tefticles,  meet  in  the  groin,  and  are  there 
convoluted  and  bound  together  into  the  form 

y I 

above  defcribed. 

The  glands  of  the  groin,  as  being  therefore 
formed  of  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  genitals, 
have  no  other  ufe  but  that  of  conveying  what- 
ever is  abforbed  by  them  into  the  thoracic  duet 
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CHAP.  III. 

On  the  R eception  of  the 
Venereal  Poison. 

TT'ROM  what  has  been  faid  of  the  lymphatic 
vedels  and  their  ufes  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  it  is  obvious,  nay  certain,  that  the 
venereal  poifon  can  no  way  be  introduced  into 
the  mafs  of  blood,  without  being  drd  received 
by  the  abforbents,  conveyed  by  them  into  the 
thoracic  dudt,  and  thence  into  the  fubclavian 
vein,  vena  cava,  heart,  and  general  circulation ; 
and  this  concludon  is  not  drawn  from  any  par- 
tial opinion  of  my  own,  but  reds  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  fird  anatomids  of  the  age,  as 
Hunter,  Monro,  and  many  others,  particularly 
the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Hewfon,  who  has  accu- 
rately traced  this  fydem  of  vedels  from  their  rife 
upon  the  furfaces,  to  their  termination  in  the 

E 2 com- 
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refervoir,  and  has  proved  beyond 
doubt,  that  it  is  folely  their  province  to  abforb. 

The  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  penis  are  there- 
fore the  only  veffels  which  imbibe  the  venereal 
poifon  in  the  act  of  copulation ; but  as  they 
perform  that  office  differently,  according  to  their 
texture  and  lituation,  it  is  neceflary  to  point  out 
thofe  which  are  materially  concerned  in  the 
fubjedt  before  us.  • • . 

It  has  been  fuggefted,  that  the  lymphatics 
upon  the  true  fkin  or  common  covering  of  the 
body  are  incapable  of  abforbing  the  venereal 
poifon,  and  the  affiertion  is  founded  on  thefe 
reported  fadts,  that  neither  the  ends  of  the 
fingers,  nor  the  outward  integument  of  the 
penis,  ever  fuck  in  the  venereal  poifon,  if  they 
are  free  from  wound  or  excoriation.  If  there- 
fore we  are  guided  by  obfervation,  and  which 
in  general  very  rarely  mifleads,  the  reception  of 
the  poifon  during  coition  mud  neceffiarily  be 
confined  to  thofe  lymphatics  only  which  origi- 
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nate  on  the  furfaces  of  the  internal  prepuce  or 
foreikin,  the  glans  penis,  or  urethra  ; but  which 
of  them  do  really  abforb  the  poifon,  the  faculty 
at  prefent  are  divided  in  opinion.  There  are 
fome  who  affert,  that  thofe  feated  upon  the  in- 
ternal prepuce  and  glans  penis,  particularly  the 
latter,  are  folely  concerned  in  the  abforption  of 
the  poifon,  and  therefore  contend,  that  the  ure- 
thra is  never  primarily  affe&ed  in  a clap,  for 
that  the  poifon  is  firft  taken  up  by  the  lymphatics 
of  the  former,  and  is  conveyed  to  thofe  of  the 
latter  by  the  ufual  rout  of  the  lymph  ; which  is 
affirming,  that  the  venereal  poifon  is  never  im- 
bibed by  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  urethra 

during  infectious  commerce.  But  I cannot  ad- 
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mit  this  opinion  in  its  full  extent : it  is  certain 
that  the  lymphatics  of  the  prepuce  and  glans 
penis  join  thofe  of  the  urethra  in  their  way  to 
the  thoracic  dudt ; it  is  likewife  certain,  that 
they  are,  in  general,  more  expofed  to  the  poifon 
in  coition  than  the  lymphatics  of  the  urethra : 
but  what  does  all  this  prove  ? nothing  more 
than  that  the  lymphatics  of  the  glans  penis 

and 
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and  prepuce,  by  afcending  into  the  urethra,  may 
convey  the  poifon  to  the  membrane  of  it  as  < 
tp  produce  the  virulent  gonorrhoea;  it  "cannot 
imply,  that  becaufe  the  virulent  gonorhoea  may- ' 
be  occafioned  by  a tranflation  of  the  poifon  from 
the  lymphatics  of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  that 
thofe  of  the  urethra  are  precluded  from  havingany 
primary  (hare  in  producing  the  difeafe ; far  other- 
wife,  for,  in  that  cafe,  the  virulent  gonorrhoea 
could  never  be  the  confequence  of  impure  coi- 
tion, u-niefs  the  furfaces  of  the  prepuce  and  glans 
were  at  the  time  expofed,  which  experience  con  - 
trades.  It  is  well  known  that  the  prepuce,  in 
feme  men,  fo  clofely  inverts  the  glans,  that  the 
latter  cannot  enter  into  contact  with  the  poifon 
in  copulation,  and  yet  fuch  men  as  often  con- 
tradfc  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  as  thofe  whofe  glans 
are  naked.  In  fuch  a rtate  of  parts  then,  it  is 
importable  that  the  poifon  rtiould  be  imbibed  by 
any-  other  lymphatic  vertels  than  thofe  of  the 
urethra;  and  indeed,  confidering  the  fituation 
of  the  urethra,  both  before  and  after  emirtion,  it 
u more  than  probable  that  the  poifon  is  oftener 
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abforbed  by  its  own  lymphatics,  than  by  thoffe 
of  the  prepuce  and  glans.  In  the  venereal  can- 
did:, the  orifice  of  the  urethra  is  for  the  mod 
part  in  clofe  con  tad:  with  the  poifon*  and  the 
confequent  attrition  of  parts  in  both  fexes  mud 
unavoidably  force  it  fome  way  into  the  paffage  j 
befides,  after  the  emiffion  of  femen,  the  urinary 
tube  will  ad  like  a fyphon,  for  being  fuddenly 
emptied,  it  will,  as  a temporary  vacuum  forcibly 
fuck  in  air,  and,  moil  certainly  the  infedious 
miafma  along  with  it.  I mud  therefore*  till 
convinced  by  more  powerful  arguments  to  the 
contrary,  affert,  that  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the 
urethra  are  liable  to  imbibe  the  venereal  poifon 
in  the  ad  of  coition,  with  thofe  of  the  prepuce 
and  glans  penis  * and  confequently,  that  a clap 
may  fucceed  infedious  commerce  without  the 
neceffity  of  the  poifon  being  firft  received  by 

the  lymphatics  of  the  latten 
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Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that  a virulent 
gbnorthoea  can  no  way  be  produced  but  by  the 
application  of  the  venereal  poifon  to  the  mem- 
brane 
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brane  of  the  urethra;  and  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  no  vellels  but  the  lymphatics  of  the  internal 
prepuce,  glans  penis,  and  urethra,  have  a power 
of  taking  it  up  and  conveying  it  thither. 
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Inferences  drawn  from  the  preceding 
Chapter,  relative  to  fome  Opinions  re- 
fpedting  the  Seat  of  the  Poison  in 
the  Virulent  Gonorrhoea. 

TT  is  the  remark  of  experience,  as  has  been 
already  obferved,  that  the  venereal  poifon  has 
occalioned  lefs  injury  to  the  body  fince  it  has 
attacked  the  parts  of  generation  in  the  form  of  a 
gonorrhoea  than  at  any  former  period ; and  this 

without  doubt,  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  inflam- 

% 

mation  and  difcharge  induced  by  it,  which  in- 
vites the  poifon  to  a more  immediate  iflfue  than 
could  have  been  brought  about  by  other  means. 
But,  in  confequence  of  this,  the  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea has  been  confidered  in  a light  altogether 
local,  viz.  that  the  poifon  is  confined  intirely 
to  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  : from  whence 
an  ill-founded  and  too  prevalent  opinion  hath 
arifen,  that  the  gonorrhoea  is  a difeafe  which  mufl 

F necef- 
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ncceffarily  cure  itfelf,  provided  only  a due  at- 
tention to  regimen  and  keeping  the  bowels  open 
be  obferved.  But  this  is  an  opinion  bov/ever, 
which  in  the  generality  of  cafes,  ought  not  to 
be  adhered  to  implicitly ; for  though  the  poifon 
undoubtedly  makes  its  exit  by  the  difcharge,  yet 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  whole  of  it  is 

i 

carried  off  in  that  eafy  way.  An  attention  to 
the  office  of  the  lymphatic  veffeis  will  fully  ex- 
plain this  matter. 

It  has  already  been  ffiewn  that  the  lymphatics 
are  the  only  veffeis  which  abforb,  and  therefore 
by  them  alone  it  is  that  the  venereal  poifon  is 
imbibed  in  coition  : it  has  likewife  been  ffiewn, 
that  it  is  their  office  to  convey  their  contents 
into  the  thoracic  dudt.  From  which  pofltion  it 
is  evident,  that  as  the  lymph  which  they  imbibe 
is  always  in  a ffate  of  progreffion,  the  venereal 
poifon  when  mixed  with  it  mufl  be  fo  likewife ; 
and  as  it  is  ufual  for  the  latter  to  be  retained  for 
the  fpace  of  fix,  ten,  fourteen,  nay  twenty  days 
after  coition,  before  it  creates  inflammation  upon 

the 
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the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  and'  produces  the 
gonorrhoea,  a part  of  it  is  no  doubt,  during  thofe 
intervals  purfuing  its  rout  to  the  thoracic  dud: ; 
for  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  the  poifon  lies 
dormant  all  the  while,  nor  imagine  with  feme 

men,  that  it  lies  inveloped  by  the  mucous  lining 

€ 

of  the  urethra.  Many  arguments  might  be 
adduced  to  fhew  the  contrary,  and  perhaps  there 
are  none  more  in  point  than  the  following  ; the 
mucous  covering  of  the  urethra  is  given  to  it  by 
the  arteries  which  are  every  where  interfperfed 
upon  its  furface,  and  as  thofe  veffels  are  never  in 
a hate  of  reft,  but  are  perpetually  calling  forth 
their  contents,  the  mucous  or  glairy  lining  muft 
ever  be  in  a conftant  ftate  of  renovation : was  then 
the  poifon  during  coition  always  inveloped  by 
this  mucus,  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  could  be  but 
feldom,  if  ever,  the  confequenee  of  infectious 
copulation,  for  the  daily  fecretion  of  f re  Hi  mucus, 
added  to  the  frequent  palling  of  urine,  would  in- 
evitably walh  it  away,  the  contrary  of  which  almoft 
invariably  happens,  and  therefore  makes  it  certain 
that  the  poifon  muftbelodged  inthe  lymphatics. 

F 2 Again, 
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Again,  that  the  poifon  does  not  lie  quite  dormant 
during  the  interval  between  its  being  received  and 
making  its  appearance  in  the  form  of  a clap,  is 
likewife  evident  from  the  effects  it  produces  in 
the  glands  of  the  groin:  a bubo  is  often  coeval 

with  the  gonorrhoea,  or  at  lead;  is  a frequent  as 

\ 

well  as  a very  early  companion  of  it ; and  fince 
the  glands  of  the  groin  (as  have  been  fhewn)  are 
formed  of  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  genitals, 
it  is  certain  that  when  they  are  inflamed  during 
a virulent  gonorrhoea  the  poifon  has  travelled  far 
beyond  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  is  making 
hafty  flrides  towards  the  thoracic  dudt.  This  af- 
fertion,  however,  is  much  controverted ; there  are 
many  who  advance,  that  the  bubo  attendant  on 
the  recent  gonorrhoea  arifes  from  confent  of  parts 
only,  is  the  mere  confequence  of  inflammation 
upon  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  and  is  totally 
devoid  of  venereal  infection  : but  however  fpe- 
cious  that  opinion  may  appear  to  the  prejudiced 
and  uninformed,  a little  ferious  attention  will 
foon  detedt  the  fallacy  of  it : if  mere  pain  and 
inflammation  upon  the  membrane  of  the  urethra 


can 
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can  produce  a bubo,  whatever  induces  imflam- 
mation  and  pain  upon  that  membrane  would  pro- 
duce a iimilar  effedt : a man  with  a ftone  in  his 
bladder  would  be  fubjedt  to  the  like  inconve- 
nience ; fuch  would  likewife  be  the  effiedt  of  a 
common  ftrangury,  or  indeed  any  accidental  in- 
jury done  to  the  urethra,  which  we  find  not  to 
be  a confequence  ; and  for  this  evident  reafon, 
that  in  thofe  cafes  there  is  no  abforption  of  acrid 
matter,  no  poifon  conveyed  through  the  lympha- 
tics of  the  urethra  to  the  glands  of  the  groin; 
befides,  upon  the  above  principle,  a bubo  muff 
ever  attend  every  highly  inflammatory  gonorrhoea, 
and  would  never  be  experienced  in  the  milder  fpe- 
cies,  the  reverfe  of  which  very  frequently  happens. 
I fhall  therefore  aver,  that  if  there  is  either  an  en- 
largement of,  or  even  tendernefs  in  the  glands  of 
the  groin  during  a virulent  gonorrhoea,  it  is  proof 
prefumptive,  not  to  fay  pofitive,  that  the  feat  of 
the  poifon  is  not  then  local  and  confined  to  the 
furface  of  the  urethra.  So  confcious  were  practi- 
tioners formerly  of  this  truth,  that  till  of  late  the 
bubo  attendant  on  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  was 

held. 
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held,  even  in  its  moil  recent  fate,  as  a pocky  fymp- 
torn,  for  they  very  juftly  coniidered  it  as  an  indi- 
cation that  thepoifonhad  entered  thehabit  too  far 
for  the  gonorrhoea  to  be  any  longer  efteemed  a 
local  difeafe. 

Since  then  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  a difeafe 
of  the  lymphatic  velfels  of  the  urethra,  occali- 
oned  by  the  aCtion  of  the  venereal  poifon  upon 
them,  and  it  is  at  all  times  extremely  uncertain, 
how  far  into  the  habit  thofe  velfels  may  have 
tranflated  the  poifon  during  the  many  days  it 
fometimes  appears  to  lie  inactive,  nothing  can  be 
more  futile  than  to  infill  on  its  locality  : the  poi- 
fon may  pafs  many  ways  into  the  thoracic  duCt, 
and  thence  into  the  blood,  from  the  general  con- 
nection which  the  lymphatic  velfels  have  with 
each  other,  without  perhaps  producing  any  ma- 
nifell  effeCts  upon  either  the  prepuce,  glans  penis, 
urethra,  or  glands  of  the  groin,  or  it  may  affeCt 
them  too  late  to  prevent  univerfal  contagion. 
Againfl  this  opinion  alfo  there  are  many  dilfen- 
ticnts,  men  who  alfert  that  the  venereal  poifon 


cannot 
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cannot  be  conveyed  beyond  the  urethra,  without 
there  is  a wound,  ulcer,  or  excoriation  upon  the 
membrane  of  it,  which,  in  other  words,  is  fay- 
ing that  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  urethra 
cannot  abforb  the  venereal  poifon  in  their  na- 
tural hate : but  this  proportion  is,  I trull, 
fairly  refuted  in  the  preceding  argument.  I 
jfhall  therefore  (while  the  lymphatic  veffels  are 
the  acknowledged  recipients  of  the  poifon,  and 
their  power  of  propelling  their  fluids  is  not 
proved  to  be  altogether  fufpended  by  the  adtioii 
of  it)  flill  maintain  my  ground,  and  fay,  that  a 
pox  may  infue  from  the  mildeff  clap,  if  it  is 
negledted  or  maltreated,  without  calling  in  the 
aid  of  either  wound,  ulcer,  or  excoriation  to 
produce  it. 

The  only  fituation  in  which  we  can  judge  of 
the  probable  locality  of  the  poifon,  is  when  it 
produces  a gonorrhoea  within  a few  hours  after 
its  admiffion  ; from  fuch  an  early  effedt  we  may 
reafonably  conclude,  that  the  poifon  in  fo  fhort 
a time  cannot  have  penetrated  far.  But  even 

this 
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this  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  furmife,  and 
therefore  is  not  conclusive,  for  we  have  no  data 
by  which  we  are  enabled  to  afcertain  the  velocity 
with  which  the  lymphatic  veffels  prefs  on  their 
fluids. 

A s it  cannot  then  be  determined,  with  any  de- 
gree of  preciflon,  even  in  the  moil  recent  gonor- 
rhoea, to  what  parts  the  venereal  poifon  is  already 
transferred,  the  depending  upon  its  being  near 
enough  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  to  be  carried 
off  by  thefubfequent  difcharge,  might  be  attended 
with  ferious  confequences ; of  courfe,  the  trufl- 
ing  implicitly  the  cure  of  a clap  to  common 
regimen  and  laxatives  only,  would  in  many  cafes 
endanger  a pox,  and  at  a time  when  the  difeafed 
are  infufpicious  of  the  injury. 

But  I mean  not  to  infer,  from  what  I have 
advanced,  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  never 
cured  by  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  In 
flight  and  very  recent  cafes  the  poifon  is  fome- 
times  effectually  carried  off  by  it,  for  the  flimulus 

which 
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which  the  virus  produces  on  the  lymphatic 
yeffels,  does  fometimes  invert  their  progreffive 
adtion,  and  obliges  them  to  return  the  poifon 
into  the  urinary  paffage.  But  as  there  is  great 
probability  that  fome  part  of  the  poifon  may  be 
fecretly  conveyed  into  the  blood,  I with  to  guard 
the  difeafed  againft  every  poffible  hazard  which 
might  attend  the  placing  implicit  faith  in  fuch 
an  eafy  method  of  cure. 


t 
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CHAP.  V. 

On  the  Use  of  Lotions,  Unguents, 
Pomades,  and  Injections,  con- 
fidered  as  Remedies  to  prevent 
or  cure  the  Virulent  Gonor- 
rhoea. 

FN  the  preceding  chapter  I have  endeavoured 
to  evince,  that  the  venereal  poifon  in  the 
gonorrhoea  is  not  to  be  fafely  eradicated  (fome 
few  cafes  excepted)  by  the  difcharge  and  com- 
mon regimen ; my  objedtion  therefore  to  the  ufe 
of  all  external  remedies  for  that  purpofe  necef- 
farily  follows.  But  as  I have  not  advanced  that 
opinion  without  fupporting  it  by  folid,  and  as 
I conceive,  conclulive  reafoning,  by  which  it 
will  be  enabled  to  hand  the  teh  of  experience, 
I fhall  proceed  on  the  fame  plan  in  my  endea- 
vour to  convince  young  men,  that  every  attempt 
either  to  prevent,  or  cure  the  virulent  gonorrhoea 

by 
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by  external  remedies  muft  be  futile,  and  in  the 
higheft  degree  dangerous. 

Before  I enter  upon  a refutation  of  the  pre- 
tended power  of  lotions,  unguents,  pomades,  and 
injections,  upon  the  parts  of  generation  and  the 
venereal  poifon,  I fhall  firft  intreat  the  reader’s 
attention  to  a fhort  account  of  the  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  of  fuch  applications,  as  have  been  made  ufe 
of  by  the  profeftion  in  every  age  fince  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea  firft  made  its  appearance  amcngft 
us,  and  which  I fhall  afterwards  employ  as  part 
of  an  argument  again  ft  their  ufe. 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea  has  exifted  among 
mankind  ever  fince  the  year  1545,  a period  in- 
cluding more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty  years. 
The  practice  of  phyfick  in  Europe  has  received 
more  improvement  during  this  interval  than  in 
any  former  period  ; and  as  the  difeafe  has  ever 
been  held  as  the  fevereft  fcourge  upon  one  of  the 
firft  paifions  of  nature,  the  faculty  in  every  age 
have  been  tempted  to.  find  out  fome  fpecific  for 
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its  annihilation,  for  what  fortune  could  equal  the 
income  of  the  perfon  who  could  infure  fafety  to 
the  man  of  fenfual  pleafure  ! But  what  has  been 
the  refult  of  fo  many  years  refearch  and  experi- 
ence ? the  difeafe  remaining  in  the  fame  hate 
both  as  to  its  nature  and  confequences,  if  neg- 
lected or  maltreated,  in  which  our  forefathers 
found  it. 

But  in  all  times  fome  pretender  to  infallibi- 
lity has  flarted  up,  and  for  the  prevention  and 
cure  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  the  competitors 
have  been  very  numerous  : fome,  no  doubt,  have 

been  actuated  bv  a confcientious  zeal  for  the 

» ^ 

welfare  of  mankind ; but  there  is  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber have  been  excited  by  the  profpeCt  of  gain  : 
with  the  latter,  lotions,  unguents,  pomades,  and 
injections,  were  fortunate  inventions,  on  account 
of  their  pretended  expeditious  effects,  and  the 
readinefs  of  their  application. 

i 

• • 

Preventive  remedies  feem  to  have  been  the 
firft  thought  of  by  the  faculty ; and  this  very 

early 
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early  after  the  difeafe  made  its  appearance  in  Eu- 
rope; for  Gabriel  Fallopius,  in  the  year  1555, 
pretended  to  have  difcovered  a preventive,  which 
if  applied  to  the  glans  penis  immediately  after 
coition,  would  obftruCt  the  ingrefs  of  the  poifon. 
I have  faid  pretended,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a medicine  fraught  with  fuch  a virtue 
would  have  remained  a fecret,  for  Fallopius  w^as 
no  empiric,  and  therefore  it  is  higly  probable 
he  would  not  have  deprived  mankind  of  fo  ef- 
fential  a bleffing,  by  fuffering  this  valuable  fecret 
to  die  with  him.  But  that  this  was  the  cafe,  or 

that  it  proved  in  the  end  ineffectual,  is  clearly 

/ 

evidenced  by  the  introduction  of  injection  by 
Theodore  Mayerne  of  Geneva  in  the  year  1650. 
Had  Fallopius’s  preventive  been  fpecifical,  the 
difeafe  muft  have  been  annihilated ; for  as  there 
is  no  mention  made  by  any  writer  on  the  venereal 
difeafe  of  the  exiftence  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea 
before  the  year  1545,  had  Fallopius  difcovered  a 
preventive  in  1555,  only  ten  years  from  its  firft 
appearance,  it  is  more  than  probable  the  difeafe 
muft  have  been  eradicated,  and  of  courfe  there 

would 
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would  have  been  no  occafion  after  this  to  have 
had  recourfe  to  injection.  But  Mayerne,  apd 
after  him  Charles  Mufitanus,  in  1699,  ftrenu- 
oufly  recommend  their  injections  as  new  difco- 
veries,  which  evinces  that  all  preceding  preven- 
tive remedies  were  inadequate  to  the  endpropofed. 
It  mention  the  above  authorities  becaufe  they 
were  great  men  at  the  time  in  which  they  lived. 
From  the  above  period  to  the  prefent,  I am  not 
inconfcious  there  have  been  many  intermediate 
promoters  of  fimilar  arcana ; and  that  the  em- 
pirics of  the  day  have  allured  the  incautious  by 

nearly  the  fame  remedies,  all  which  at  beft  arc 

* 

but  fallacious  and  ineffectual ; for  it  is  not 
poffible  to  conceive,  that  if  lotions,  unguents, 
pomades  and  injections,  really  poffeffed  the  vir- 
tues afcribed  to  them,  they  would  not  have 
received  the  public  patronage  ; for  what  greater 
bleffing  could  be  tendered  the  community,  than 
the  difcovery  of  a medicine  capable  of  effectually 
counteracting  the  progrefs  of  a difeafe,  well 
known  to  be  more  injurious  to  population  than 
even  the  fword  ! That  no  fuch  patronage  fhould 

have 
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have  been  given,  is  a tacit  proof  that  they  have 
no  fuch  virtue  -y  and  indeed  the  diverfity  of 
opinions  among  regular  practitioners  at  this  hour, 
refpeCting  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  corroborates  my  affertion,  that  the 
faculty  are  not  in  poffeffion  of  any  external 
fpecilic  for  either  purpofe. 

But  left  the  reader  fhould  confider  what  has 
been  advanced  as  merely  plaufible,  I fhall  exa- 
mine into  their  mode  of  operation,  and  from 
thence  prove  that  they  cannot  aCt  with  either 
certainty  or  fafety. 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  I fhall  difeufs  this 
fubjedt  under  the  two  following  heads,  viz. 

Preventive  Remedies,  as  Lotions, 
Unguents,  and  Pomades. — 

Curative  Remedies,  as  Injections. 

Enough  has  been  already  faid  of  the  want  of 
fuccefs  of  the  above  fpecifics,  to  convince  any 
one  of  their  inefficacy  upon  mature  deliberation ; 

but 
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but  as  men,  greatly  addidted  to  venery,  feldom 
in  thefe  cafes  think  for  themfelves,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  explain  to  them  upon  juft  princi- 
ples, the  great  danger  which  muft  ever  attend 
all  external  applications.  It  is  extremely  flat- 
tering to  young  men  to  be  told  that  they  may 
indulge  in  a free  ufe  of  women  with  impunity, 
by  only  making  ufe  of  an  inoffenftve  wafh  or 
ointment.  The  profpedt  of  fafety  is  at  all  times 
pleaftng,  but  it  is  greatly  heightened  when 
pointed  out  to  them  by  men  whofe  profeflional 
duty  it  is  to  undeceive,  inftead  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  their  credulity. 

At  this  time  there  are  anti-venereal  fpecifics 
recommended  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  lotion, 
Unguent,  and  pomade ; and  though  I ftrongjy 
object  to  them,  yet  I mean  not  to  refledt  upon 
their  promoters,  by  fuppofing  that  the  objedt  of 
mere  emolument  gave  them  birth.  They  are 
intituled  to  indulge  their  fentiments  upon  the 
fubjedt ; I claim  the  fame  privilege  ; and  fhall 
therefore,  divefted  of  all  prejudice,  place  before 

the 
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the  reader  my  reafons  for  differing  from  them  in 
opinion  ; and  firft,  of  lotions. 

Lotions  or  wafhes  are  directed  to  be  ufed  in 
the  following  manner  : <c  The  glans  penis  and 

prepuce  are  to  be  immerged  in  them  either  imme- 
diately y or  within  eight  hours  after  infectious  copu- 
lation f from  which  ablution,  abfolute  fafety  is 
infured  againil  the  contracting  of  either  gonor- 
rhoea or  pox.* 

The  advocates  then  for  their  fpecifical  virtues, 
muft  admit  the  following  data : 

*9 

That  the  venereal  poifon,  in  the  aCt  of  co- 
ition, is  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic  veffels  be- 
longing to  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce,  and  no 
other . 

/ 

That  the  nature  of  lotions  is  oppofite  to  the 
nature  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  deitroys  it  by 
contact. 


Or 


* See  Hannay’s  bill  of  directions. 
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Or  that  they  have  a power  of  putting  an  ef- 
fectual check  to  the  progrefs  of  the  poifon  when 
received. 

But  that  they  cannot  infure  fuccefs  under  any 

of  the  above  data,  may,  I think,  be  clearly  proved. 

% • ■* 

In  the  chapter  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
venereal  poifon  is  received  to  conftitute  the 
gonorrhoea,  it  has  been  fhewn  that  the  lym- 
phatic veffels  are  folely  concerned  in  the  abforp- 

tion  of  it ; and  alfo,  that  thofe  of  the  urethra 

* 

are  full  as  liable  to  fuck  it  up  in  the  aCt  of  co- 
ition as  thofe  belonging  to  the  furfaces  of  the 
glans  penis  and  prepuce.  Since  then  the  appli- 
cation of  lotions  is  confined  to  the  furfaces  of 
the  latter,  even  if  they  had  the  virtues  afcribed 
to  them,  they  muff  frequently  fail  of  fuccefs; 
for  as  they  are  not  advifed  to  be  thrown  into  the 
urethra,  the  lymphatics  upon  that  membrane 
cannot  of  courfe  be  defended  by  them,  and  there- 
fore, as  general  preventives,  they  muff  upon  this 
principle  inevitably  fall  to  the  ground. 
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If  it  is  even  admitted  that  the  lymphatic 
veflels  of  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce  do  folely 
abforb  the  venereal  poifon  in  coition,  yet  lotions 
cannot  infure  faftly  under  the  fecond  datum, 
“ that  they  are  capable  of  deftroying  the  poifon 
by  contact,”  becaufe  this  quality  is  given  to 
them  on  fuppodtion  only,  and  therefore  is  by 
no  means  to  be  depended  upon. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  enquiry,  it  has  been 
proved,  at  lead:  prefumptivelv,  that  the  venereal 

poifon  is  in  its  nature  immutable,  and  fuch  proof 

* 

has  been  drawn  from  the  conhancy  of  its  effects  : 
as  then  the  poifon  is  incapable  of  any  change, 
and  certain  it  is  that  hitherto  no  medicine  has 
been  able  to  effeCt  it,  the  application  of  lotions 
upon  the  above  principle  mud:  be  futile  and  ab~ 
furd ; and  confequently,  whether  the  poifon  is 
taken  up  by  the  lymphatic  vedels  of  the  glans 
penis  and  prepuce  folely,  or  by  thofe  of  the  ure- 
thra, is  immaterial,  for  no  medicine  can  properly 
prevent  a difeafe  which  has  not  a power  of  coun- 
teracting the  caufe  of  it. 

II  2 The 
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The  third  datum,  “ that  they  have  a power 
of  putting  an  effectual  check  to  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  poifon  when  received,”  is  altogether 
inadmiflible.  We  know  not  the  force  and  ve- 
locity with  which  the  lymphatic  veffels  prefs  on 
their  fluids,  and  cannot  therefore  with  preciflon 
determine  the  exadt  fituation  of  the  poifon  at 
any  time  after  coition.  It  may,  with  eight  hours 
law  efpecially , have  been  propelled  too  far  into 
die  adjacent  veffels  to  be  within  the  reach  of  the 
power  of  lotions ; even  if  they  are  applied  at  the 
moff  favourable  moment,  inffantly  after  copula- 
tion, it  is  prefumptuous  to  affert  that  they  pre- 
vent its  farther  progrefs.  That  they  appear  to 
do  fo  in  fome  cafes  is  certain  j for  lotions,  how- 
ever varioufly  compounded,  all  adt  upon  one 
principle,  that  of  contracting  the  diameters  of 
the  abforbent  veffels,  and  thickening  the  lymph 
which  they  contain , by  which  effedt  they  detain 
the  poifon  incorporated  with  the  latter,  fo  long 
as  the  general  conftridtion  on  the  veffels  con- 
tinues, or  the  lymph  remains  too  vifcid  for  cir- 
culation. 
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dilation.  Lotions  do  not  therefore  intercept 
the  poifon  from  any  fubfequent  communication 
with  the  mafs  of  blood  ; they  only  temporarily 
reflrain  its  progrefs ; and  indeed,  no  power  can 
effedtually  impede  the  ingrefs  of  the  poifon  but 
that  which  deftroys  the  fabric  of  the  lymphatic 
veffels,  which  wafhes  do  not  effedt.  Lotions,  con- 
fidered  then  as  preventive  remedies,  are  merely 
fpecious  as  to  their  virtues ; and  therefore  are  in 
the  higheft  degree  dangerous,  for  as  they  can 
neither  alter  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
effectually  intercept  the  communication  of  it 
with  the  mafs  of  blood,  nor  occafion  its  regref- 
fion  when  received,  their  preventing  now  and 
then  the  rife  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  if  they 
have  fuch  virtue,  is  rendering  no  fervice,  but  is 
doing  real  injury  to  the  infedted ; for  the  ftridture 
which  they  induce  upon  the  lymphatic  veffels 
of  the  prepuce  and  glans  penis  to  produce  fuch 
an  effedt,  will  in  time  be  relaxed,  their  thickened 
juices  reftored  to  their  due  fluidity,  and  the  poi- 
fon detained  in  them  will  by  flow  degrees  be 
difperfed  into  neighbouring  veffels,  and  thence 
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be  fecretly  conveyed  into  the  thoracic  du dt,  and 
general  circulation  : a pox  therefore  mull  fooner 
or  later  iucceed  as  a confequence  of  their  retentive 
qualities,  and  that  perhaps  at  a time  too  late  to 
check  its  career.  For  the  venereal  poifon,  when 
once  intimately  mixed  with  the  blood,  Proteus- 
like,  puts  on  a variety  of  fhapes,  and  deludes  the 

i 

infufpicious  patient,  till  fome  almoft  incurable 
evilinfu.es.  This  is  not  fpeculative  theory ; fuch 
effects  of  it  ace  frequently  experienced  by  the 
innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty. 

Oil  and  unguents  (under  which  clafs  are 
likewife  included  liniments)  have  alfo  their 
advocates  as  fpecihcs ; and  indeed  from  their 
timely  application  carry  with  them  an  appearance 
of  luccefs  to  which  lotions  cannot  pretend.  It 
is  recommended  to  fpread  them  upon  the  furfaces 
of  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce  previous  to  the 
venereal  adt,  of  courfe,  before  the  poifon  can  have 
been  admitted;  but  notwithftanding  this  fpe- 
cious  advantage,  they  claim  no  preference  to  lo- 
tions with  refpedt  to  their  preventive  virtues. 
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Oil  and  unguents  ad  upon  one  and  the  fame 
principle,  that  of  fheathing  the  fpiculated  points 
of  bodies ; they  therefore  ad  fpecifically  again  ft 
fome  poifons,  particularly  the  viperine,  from 
which  property  they  are  fuppofed . capable  of 
counterading  the  venereal  alfo.  But  the  nature 
of  thefe  two  poifons  is  widely  different ; the 
viperine  is  highly  corrofive,  and  its  fpicula  are 
naked ; it  therefore  produces  very  violent  and 
fudden  effeds  upon  the  body*  even  to  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  vital  fundions  in  a few  hours ; 
and  this  mifchief  it  occafions,  not  by  being  in^ 
corporated  with  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  but  by 
a peculiar  irritation  and  fpafni  which  it  produces 
on  the  nervous  fyftem ; for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  hundredth  part  of  a drop  of  any  poifon 
(thequantity  laid  to  be  ejeded  by  the  viper)  fhould 
in  fo  fhort  a time  convert  the  animal  juices  from  a 
benign  to  a corrupted  date  by  mixing  with  them : 
Oil  and  unguents  in  this  cafe  are  well  adapted  to' 
ad  fpecifically,  for  as  they  fbeath  the  corrode 
ing  particles  of  fuch  poifons*  they  of  courfe 

prevent 
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prevent  the  irritation  and  fpafm  upon  the  nerves 
which  produced  thofe  confequences.  Eut  they 
cannot  adt  with  the  fame  fuccefs  upon  the  vene- 
real ; this  latter  poifon  is  always  in  fome  degree 
fheathed,  for  being  a part  of  the  animal  fluids, 
it  is  wrapped  up  in  fome  of  their  oily  and 
mucilaginous  parts,  a circumftance  which  well 
explains  its  different  degrees  of  activity  : for  in- 
flance,  if  it  is  imbibed  from  the  urethra  in  a 
common  clap,  its  effedts  are  flow  and  moderate, 
becaufe  it  is  conveyed  from  the  one  perfon  to 
the  other  inveloped  by  the  flimy  and  oleofe  fecre- 
tion  of  that  membrane,  and  cannot  therefore  adt 
perceptibly  till  time  divefls  it  of  its  covering  j 
but  if  it  is  abforbed  from  an  ill-conditioned 
chancre,  its  effedts  are  often  fudden  and  violent, 
becaufe  the  fecretion  into  that  fpecies  of  ulcer 
being  ufually  thin,  acrid,  and  deftitute  of  mu- 
cus, the  poifon  is  taken  up  naked  and  unguarded 
at  all  its  points,  and  goes  therefore  almofl  into 
immediate  adtion  ; which  is  the  reafon  un- 
doubtedly why  a man  contracts  a more  virulent 
gonorrhoea  by  lying  with  a woman  whofe  parts 
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are  befet  with  chancres,  than  if  (lie  had  only  a 
common  clap  upon  her,  and  alfo  why  the  poifon 
fometimes  lies  as  it  were  dormant  for  feveral 
days,  or,  on  the  contrary,  at  other  times  burfts 
forth  into  hidden  violence ; for  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  vulgar  opinion,  that  a clap  generates 
only  a clap,  and  a pox  a pox.  The  poifon  is 
exactly  the  fame  in  both,  adts  invariably  alike, 
and  produces  different  effects  merely  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  hate  of  the  vehicle  at  the  time  in 
which  it  is  conveyed,  of  the  conflitution  which 
receives  it,  and  of  the  parts  which  it  attacks. 
As  then  the  oil  and  mucus  of  the  animal  fluids, 

with  which  this  poifon  is  fo  intimately  com- 
bined, are  capable  only  of  retraining  its  imme- 
diate effedts,  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  external 
unguents  can  anfwer  any  better  purpofe. 

The  application  therefore  of  oleaginous  re- 
medies to  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce  (whether 
previous  to  or  after  copulation)  intentionally  to 
prevent  the  future  adtion  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
mud;  be  ineftedtual  and  dangerous ; for  as  fuch 
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remedies  may  reftrain  its  operation  for  the  pre- 
fent,  much  injury  may  infue  in  future  from  their 
ufe ; the  oleaginous  covering  will,  by  the  natural 
heat  of  the  part  and  repeated  circulations,  foon 
be  feparated  from  it,  and  the  poifon  will  be  left 
naked  to  exert  its  baneful  influence  when  leaft 
fufpedted. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  urged  by  the  advocates 
for  oil  and  unguents,  that  their  virtues  as  fpe- 
cifics  depend  not  fo  much  upon  controuling  the 
effedts  of  the  poifon,  as  from  preventing  its  ad- 
miffion.  True  it  is  that  oil  confifts  of  parts 
which  are  vifcid  and  extremely  cohefive,  and 
therefore  form  a furface  fufficiently  compacted  to 
exclude  from  the  mouths  of  the  lymphatic  veffels 
the  introduction  of  grofs  bodies  ; but  experi- 
ence has  fhewn  that  they  cannot  adt  with 
tertainty  upon  that  principle. 

An  ingenious  fufgeon,  fome  years  ago,  tried 
experiments  with  oil  in  a Variety  of  cafes,  and 
was  fo  prejudiced  in  its  favor,  that  through  his 
authority  it  was  ufed  as  a general  preventive,"  it 


was 


[ 59  ] 


was  taken  up  by  the  debauchee  as  an  impenetrable 
ffiield,  and  became  the  chamber  furniture  of  every 
female  of  pleafure.  But  public  experience  foon 
evinced  its  inefficacy,  and  it  prefently  loft  its. 
edeem. 

* • , i 

Indeed  the  virtues  of  oil  and  unguents,  con- 
fidered  as  a barrier  between  the  glans  penis,  pre- 

t.- 

puce,  and  the  poifon,  mud;  ever  be  uncertain  ; 
for  if  it  is  admitted  that  the  poifon  is  folely  ab- 
forbed  from  their  furfaces,  every  abforbing  pore 
mud  be  defended  to  infare  fafety ; if  one  is  left 
open,  the  poifon  may  be  taken  up,  and  as  it  has 
(like  leaven)  a power  of  converting  the  animal 
juices  into  its  own  nature,  the  fmalled  particle 
of  it  once  received  will  in  time  contaminate  the 

v 

whole  mafs. 

t 

On  the  application  of  oil  and  unguents  to  the 
glans  penis  and  prepuce,  previous  to  the  venereal 
a<d,  there  is  not  a doubt  but  every  lymphatic 
pore  may  be  ededtually  covered  by  them ; but  if 
we  reflect  on  the  date  of  thofe  parts  during  coi- 
tion, the  concludon  (that  the  poifon  is  prevented 
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aamifiion)  muft  come  to  nothing.  In  the  act  of 
copulation  the  iurfaces  of  the  glans  penis  and 
prepuce  are  in  a conftant  Hate  of  fridtion ; con- 
fequently  the  undtuous  body  befmeared  upon 
them  muft  inevitably  be  abraded  ; the  adt  itfelf 
will  therefore  defeat  the  virtues  of  fuch  pre- 
ventives : for  as  the  fridtion  denudes  the  mouths 
of  the  lymphatic  vefiels,  the  poifon  will  be  nearly 
as  liable  to  be  abforbed  by  them  as  if  the  fpecific 
had  never  been  applied. 

Others  may  contend  that  oil  and  unguents 
are  vehicles  only  for  the  more  commodious  appli- 
cation of  anti- venereal  fpecifics.  But  I have  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  advocates  for  them 
depend  folely  on  their  undtuous  qualities ; be- 
caufe  the  only  antidote,  mercury,  has  ever  failed 

i 

of  fuccefs  when  ufed  as  an  external  fpecific, 
whether  in  the  form  of  lotion  or  unguent ; here 
it  muft  be  underftood,  I mean  that  external  ap- 
plication of  mercury  which  is  confined  to  the 
glans  penis,  prepuce,  and  urethra  becaufe  if 
it  is  rubbed  into  the  fkin  in  fufficient  quantity 


to 
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to  fill  the  habit,  it  is  well  known  to  be  a fure 
antidote. 

Since  then  we  know  of  no  medicine  which 
is  capable  of  dellroying  the  venereal  poifon  by 
contact,  it  amounts  to  a certainty  that  unguents 
can  pofiefs  no  antidotal  virtues  but  fuch  as  are 
annexed  to  their  nature  arifing  from  their  oleofe 
compofition,  and  this  can  only  eventually  take 
effect ; for  this  quality  of  theirs  has  been  proved, 
both  in  theory  and  on  experience,  to  be  far  too 
uncertain  to  lay  any  claim  to  implicit  faith. 

Pomade  (a  new  medicine  of  the  preventive 
kind)  though  profefiedly  faid  by  its  publifher  to 
be  defiitute  of  undtuous  matter,  and  to  be  formed 
of  the  moft  concentrated  balfams,  muff  give  way 
to  the  fame  argument ; the  immutability  of 
the  venereal  poifon,  and  the  impofiibility  of  de- 
fending the  lymphatic  pores  upon  the  furfaces  of 
the  glans  penis  and  prepuce,  fo  as  to  prevent 
with  certainty  their  admifiion  of  a lingle  particle 
of  the  poifon. 
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Ubon  the  whole,  lotions,  unguents,  and  po- 
mades, cannot  inlurc  any  real  good  to  the  votaries 
<pf  Venus : for  admit  that  they  prevent  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  quantity  which 
poffibly  might  be  imbibed  without  their  appli* 
cation ; and  alfo  that  they  fbeath  the  corrofive 
qualities  of  it  when  received ; yet  they  only  fup- 
prefs  the  immediate  effects  of  the  pcifon,  and 
prevent  the  firft  falutary  fymptoms  of  its  rage, 
either  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  or  a chancre ; a 
treatment  by  no  means  friendly  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  > for  to  detain  the  poifon  in  the  lymphatic 
yellels  of  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce,  is  to 
create  irreparable  mifchief  on  fome  future  day. 
Young  men  are  eafily  deluded,  they  look  not 
forward  to  confequences,  and  judge  only  of 
what  is  prefen t and  before  them ; if  therefore 
neither  chancre  nor  gonorrhoea  fucceed  the  ap- 
plication of  lotions  or  unguents  within  a £hort 
time,  they  fufpeft  no  injury  : but  I widi  them  to 
remember,  that  if  the  venereal  poifon  is  diverted 

i 

from  its  hrfl  attack,  it  afterwards  becomes  a fe- 
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cret  lurking  enemy  5 flealing  infen fihly  into  iht 
habit,  it  at  length  difplays  itfelf  in  the  form  of 
buboes,  ulcers  in  the  nofe  and  throat,  noCturnal 
pains>  befides  a train  of  incurable  evils. 


On  Curative  Remedies*  as  Injections. 

The  fafhionable  method  of  Curing  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea  by  injections,  proves  that  the  faculty 
are  divided  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  virtue  of 
preventive  fpecihcs ; for  was  there  any  certain 
remedy  of  that  kind,  the  ufe  of  injection  would 
be  unneceffary,  becaufe  the  gonorrhoea  would  no 
longer  be  a difeafe  amongft  us.  The  abettors  of 
injection  have  changed  the  argument  without 
altering  the  principles  of  it  j for  their  arcana  are 
calculated  to  produce  the  fame  effects  upon  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  which  preventives  are 
faid  to  do  upon  the  furfaces  of  the  glans  penis 
and  prepuce ; and  are  therefore  incitements# 
equally  delufive  to  beguile  the  ignorant.  The 
principle  in  each  which  captivates  young  men,' 
is  the  fpeedinefs  of  their  effects ; difpatch  coin- 
cides 
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cidcs  with  the  ideas  of  youth,  and  naturally 
biaifes  their  fentiments  in  a favor  of  a cure, 
which  is  attended  with  no  other  inconvenience 
than  throwing  into  the  urinary  paflage  a harmlefs 
inoffenfive  fluid,  capable,  as  it  is  faid,  of  putting 
an  effectual  end  to  their  difeafe  in  as  many  hours, 
as  might,  without  fuch  afliflance,  be  protracted 
out  as  many  weeks. 

That  men,  ignorant  of  the  animal  (Economy, 
and  who  aCt  folely  on  motives  of  felf-interefl, 
fhould  adopt  fuch  a practice,  is  not  at  all  extra- 
ordinary 3 but  that  furgeons  of  reputation  fhould 
fall  into  the  fame  error,  is  a matter  of  furprize ; 
with  them  the  practice  is  inexcufable,  becaufe  it 
is  founded  upon  principles  totally  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  the  animal  frame. 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  a difeafe  of  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  and  occafloned  by  the 
venereal  poifon  being  applied  to  it,  either  imme- 
diately by  its  own  lymphatic  veflels,  or  by  thofe 
originating  at  the  furfaces  of  the  glans  penis  and 
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prepuce;  its  exigence  upon  that  membrane  is 
therefore  neceffary  to  conftitute  the  difeafe. 

Injections  are  intended  to  counteract  the 
effeCts  of  the  poifon,  and  thence  to  put  an  effec- 
tual check  to  the  difeafe  in  its  infancy;  for  which 
purpofe  they  are  advifed  to  be  thrown  into  the 
urinary  paffage  as  foon  as  the  firft  fymptoms  of 
the  virulent  gonorrhoea  make  their  appearance, 
as  heat  of  water  and  a difcharge  from  the  ure- 
thra. Injections  then,  to  anfwer  fo  admirable  a 
purpofe,  fhould  be  capable  of  deftroying  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  by  contaCt ; and  were  they  poffeffed 
of  fuch  a virtue,  they  would  be  in  titled  to  the 
epithet  of  Preventive,  as  well  as  Curative  : but 
that  they  poffefs  no  fuch  repugnant  property,  is 
evident  from  the  experience  of  lucceffive  ages, 
as  well  as  the  immutability  of  the  poifon  itfelf. 
Indeed,  confidered  as  curatives,  they  bid  lefs 
fair  for  fuccefs  than  even  lotions,  unguents,  and 
pomades  do,  as  preventives ; for  the  latter  are 
applied  either  previous  to  coition,  or  very  foon 
after,  before  the  poifon  can  have  been  received, 

K or 


[ 66  ] 


or  at  leaft  made  any  great  progrefs : whereas  in- 
jections are  not  advifed  till  there  is  manifelt 
difeafe,  not  until  the  poifon  has  railed  inflam- 
mation upon  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  and 
is  attempting  its  own  difcharge  by  encreafing 
the  fecretion  of  it.  Injections  then,  even  if 
they  were  indued  with  properties  deftruCtive 
of  the  venereal  poifon,  mutt  necedarily  fail,  for 
their  application  is  ill-timed,  which  alone  will 

i 

fruflrate  every  chance  for  fuccefs.  The  virulent- 
gonorrhcea  is  not  an  immediate  confequence  of 
the  poifon,  there  elapfe  frequently  from  three 
to  fourteen,  nay  twenty  days,  from  the  time  of 
its  reception  to  its  breaking  forth  in  that  form  5 
and  from  the  known  ufe  of  the  lymphatic  velfels, 
and  what  has  been  already  faid,  we  have  every 
reafon  to  imagine,  that  during  fuch  interval  the 
poifon  advances  beyond  the  furface  of  the  ure- 
thra. Suppofe  then  the  fmalleft  particle  of  the 
poifon  to  have  paffed  beyond  the  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  injections,  if  they  really  pofTefTed 
anti-venereal  virtues,  could  not  infure  fafety  to 
the  difeafed;  for  as  they  aCt  fuperficially,  it 

muft 
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muft  be  granted  that  no  more  of  the  poifon  can 
be  deflroyed  than  what  is  placed  in  contact  with 
them ; a circumftance  which  alone  proves  that 
they  cannot  ad:  with  any  degree  of  certainty  in 
curing  the  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

But  they  anfwer  in  part  to  the  character  given 
of  them  by  their  advocates ; for  they  fubdue  the 
inflammation  upon  the  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
and  fupprefs  the  difcharge  arifing  from  it. 

Curative  injections,  however  difguifed  for 
the  purpofe  of  deception,  have  for  their  balls  an 
aftringent  quality,  on  which  their  fuccefs  is  made 
folely  to  depend.  I am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  affertion,  becaufe  whether  they  are  applied 
to  the  inflamed  and  relaxed  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  the  noflrils,  eyes,  or  any  other  part  of 
flmilar  flrucdure,  the  fame  change  is  induced  by 
them  the  over-diffended  and  debilitated  veffels 
are  conflringed,  and  thereby  enabled  freely  to 

r 

circulate  their  fluids,  and  their  relaxed  mouths 
are  purfed  up  fo  as  to  check  all  fuperfluous  fe~ 
cretion : upon  this  principle  then,  and  none 

K 2 other. 
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other,  do  injections  fpecifically  aCt  in  curing  an 
incipient  virulent  gonorrhoea 

But  the  confequences  of  fuch  powers,  fo  un- 
feafonably  applied,  are  very  obvious  : if  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  has  been  already  received  by  the 
lymphatic  veffels  of  the  urethra,  and  without  it 
no  gonorrhoea  can  commence,  injection,  agree^- 
ably  to  what  has  been  already  faid,  muft  infal- 
libly lock  it  up  there,  and  prevent  the  only  fe- 
curity  the  difeafed  had  again#  univerfal  infection, 
the  continuance  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea.  For 
however  ill-fated  young  men  may  flile  themfelves 
who  find  a clap  the  reward  of  their  amours,  their 
fituation,  comparatively  confidered,  is  fortunate. 
The  venereal  poifon,  in  general,  attempts  its 
own  expuliion  by  inducing  inflammation  and  a 
difcharge  from  the  parts  it  fir#  Axes  upon  (the 
reafon,  probably,  why  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is 
one  of  its  moft  frequent  effeCts) ; the  running 
from  the  urethra  is  therefore  a falutary  effort  of 
nature  to  evacuate  as  much  as  fhe  can  of  the 
poifon,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged  till  her 

friendly 
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friendly  purpofe  is  anfwered ; aftringents,  of 
courfe,  or  any  applications  which  retrain  the 
virulent  difcharge,  mufl  be  highly  injurious; 
for  to  conftringe  the  veffels  of  the  urethra,  at  a 
time  the  poifon  is  attempting  to  make  its  exit 
by  them,  is  to  counteract  the  intentions  of  na- 
ture, as  by  that  means  the  poifon  is  compelled 
to  recede  from  its  nearly  local  fituation,  and  to 
retire  into  the  general  mafs  of  fluids ; whence  a 
lues  or  pox  mufl  in  time  neceffarily  infue. 

The  ufe  of  injections  cannot  therefore  be 
fupported  upon  the  principle  of  either  reafon  or 
experience ; and,  in  truth,  the  numberlefs  in- 
ftances  of  their  fallibility  are  ftronger  arguments 
againft  their  ufe,  than  all  the  theory  which  can 
be  urged  in  their  defence. 

When  curative  injections  fucceed,  we  may 
juftly  conclude  it  is  not  in  cafes  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea;  but,  that  this  favourable  event  is 
wholly  to  be  imputed  to  an  accidental,  but  for- 
tunate application  of  them  in  a dileafe  of  the 
urethra,  which  is  as  harmlefs  as  any  common  in- 
flammation 
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Jlammation  upon  the  eye,  nofe,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  body  of  fimilar  flrudture ; for  it  muff  be 
understood,  that  it  is  not  every  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  though  following  fufpicious  copulation, 
which  ought  to  be  deemed  infedtious,  fince  no- 
thing is  more  common  than  for  men  greatly 
addidted  to  wine  and  women,  efpecially  if  the 
female  at  the  time  of  coition  labours  under 
an  obflinate  fluor  albus  or  the  menfes,  to  have  a 
flight  inflammation  upon  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  attended  with  a yellow  running,  and 
every  other  fymptom  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea ; 
and  all  this  exempt  from  the  leaft  particle  of  the 
venereal  poifon  either  as  an  attendant  or  caufe. 
This  effedt  upon  the  urethra  is  conformable  to 
the  ftrudture  and  ufe  of  its  parts ; for  the  fame 
local  fymptoms  muff  infue,  whether  the  inflarrw 
mation  is  produced  by  the  venereal  poifon  or  any 
other  acrid  body : in  this  cafe,  which  is  the 
benign  gonorrhoea,  in  contradiftindtion  to  the 
virulent,  and  which  is  a difeafe  by  no  means 
fo  rare  as  many  may  fuppofe,  injedtions  adl  fpe- 
cifically ; for  by  their  aflringency  they  clofe  up 

the 
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the  weeping  veffels  of  the  urethra,  and  check  the 
inflammation  which  was  the  caufe  of  it. 

However,  preventive  and  curative  remedies, 

\ 

inefficacious  as  they  are  to  the  difeafed,  mult, 
from  a combination  of  circumftances,  not  eafily 
feparated  and  laid  open  to  view,  feem  often  to 
fucceed  upon  a general  trial ; for  take  promif- 
cuous  copulation  in  its  extent,  and  conflder  how 
many  women  there  are  who  have  not  the  difeafe 
at  the  time  upon  them ; reflect  too,  on  the  many 
conftitutions,  which,  from  inexplainable  pecu- 
liarities, are  not  at  all  times  lufceptible  of 
being  infe&ed;  to  thefe  add  the  number  of 
thofe  men  who  do  really  receive  the  poifon,  but 
which,  by  means  of  fome  aftringent  quality  in 
the  remedy  employed,  is  repelled,  or  not  fuffered 
to  fhew  itfelf  locally ; I fay,  let  thefe  and  a 
variety  of  other  circumflances  be  maturely 
weighed,  and  lotions,  unguents,  pomades,  and 
inje&ions,  will  frequently  appear,  however  un- 
merited, in  a fpecifical  light ; efpecially  when  it 
is  farther  considered,  that  the  youths  who  ufe 

them, 
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them,  either  through  partiality,  or  want  of  judg- 
ment in  the  matter,  cannot,  or  will  not  reafon 
upon  the  poffible,  or  even  probable  caufe  of  their 
fafety,  but  impute  their  efeape  from  infection  to 
fuch  applications  only.  Under  fuch  prepoffiedion 
and  prejudice,  the  inventors  of  fpecifics  mud:  be 
amply  paid  ; I wifh  I could  fay  rewarded ; for 
while  the  chances  for  fafety,  independent  of  all 
applications,  are  numerous,  all  which  are  afcribed 
to  them,  and  tend  to  enhance  their  merit,  the 
repeated  injuries  fuflained  by  their  ufe  are  con- 
cealed or  palliated  under  the  fuppodtion  of  care- 
leffnefs  in  the  application,  and  thus  the  great 
caufe  of  mifchief  is  as  artfully  as  dangeroufly 
veiled. 

T o conclude  : I have  in  the  preceding  pages 
pointed  out  the  inefficacy  of  all  external  fpeci- 
fics ; the  danger  therefore,  which  in  the  gene- 
rality of  cafes  mud:  ever  attend  their  application, 
is  obvious,  “ that  of  locking  up  the  venereal 
poifon  •”  and  was  I to  delineate  the  many  ferious 
effe&s  peculiar  to  the  latter,  when  left  to  the  full 

exertion 
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exertion  of  its  powers,  I might  probably  influ- 
ence the  minds  of  young  men  ftill  more  forcibly 
againft  empirical  practice  5 but  as  many  of  my 
readers,  for  want  of  a more  general  knowledge  of 
phylic,  or  perhaps  from  a valetudinarian  turn 
might,  without  fufficient  ground,  feledt  and  ap- 
ply the  more  melancholy  parts  of  them  to  them- 
felves,  and  be  by  that  means  rendered  miferablej 
I fliall  only  obferve,  as  a proof  we  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  watching  this  detefled  poifon  at  the 
mofl:  early  period,  that  experience  teftifies  in  a 
variety  of  inflances,  where  difeafes,  for  want  of 
fome  manifeji  origin , or  diflinguifhed  marks  to  go- 

\ 

vern  the  judgment,  have  baffled  the  efforts  and 
(lull  of  the  mod:  acute  phyficians  and  furgeons  ; 
and  which  afterwards,  when  too  late,  have,  turned 
out  to  be  venereal. 


L 


CHAP. 


[ 74  ] 


CHAP.  VI. 


A S I have  obje&ed  to  trufting  the  expullioii 
-k.  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  gonorrhoea 
to  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  and  common 
regimen,  and  likewife  to  every  external  remedy, 
whether  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  that  dil- 
eale,  it  may  be  expected  that  I fhould  propofe 
fome  more  eligible  method  than  thofe  which  I 
have  controvered ; here  probably  the  expecta- 
tions of  young  men  will  be  elevated  with  the 
hopes  of  fomething  not  only  new,  but  at  the 

fame  time  more  expeditious  and  efficacious.  But 
* 

I wifh  them  to  underftand  I tread  not  in  the  in- 
lecure  path  of  novelty ; and  therefore  it  is  mer- 
cury which  I recommend,  notwithstanding  the 
objections  which  are  daily  raifed  again  ft  it. 


It  is  aflerted  by  many,  that  mercury  is  un- 
neceflary  for  the  cure  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
and  this  upon  the  favorite  opinion,  that  the  poi- 
fon in  this  difeafe  is  always  locally  lituated.  But 
that  opinion  has  been  already  controverted,  and 

proved 
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proved  to  be  too  dangerous  for  implicit  confi- 
dence : I fliall  therefore  offer  reafons  why  the 
ufe  of  mercury  ought  to  fuperfede  every  other 
method  of  treatment.  The  venereal  poifon  is  in 
its  nature  intrinfically  the  fame  in  whatever  part 
of  the  body  it  happens  to  be  placed  ; the  virulent 
gonorrhoea  and  pox  differ  confequently  from 
each  other,  with  refpedl  only  to  the  fituation  of 
it,  for  the  general  or  more  confined  feat  of  the 
poifon  alone  conftitutes  the  diftindtion  between 
the  two  difeafes : fince  therefore  they  are  pro- 
duced by  one  and  the  fame  caufe,  and  mercury 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  only  remedy  on 
which  any  certain  reliance  can  be  placed  for  the 
complete  eradication  of  the  poifon  in  the  con- 
firmed lues  or  pox,  it  is  obvious  that  its  ufe  is,  in 
a proportionate  degree,  requifite  for  the  cure  of  the 
gonorrhoea,  efpecially  as  the  poifon  in  this  latter 
difeafe  muft  neceffarily  from  the  office  of  the 
lymphatic  veffels,  be  conveyed  into  the  conflitu- 
tion  fo  as  to  produce  general  infedtion,  unlefs 
care  is  taken  to  effedtually  expel  it  at  the  mod. 
early  period. 
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I he  invariable  iuccefs  of  mercury  in  every 
cafe  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  alfo  a very  for- 
cible reafon  why  its  ufe  ffiould  always  be  com- 
plied with  ; its  enemies  cannot  ffiew  an  instance 
where  a pox  has  iucceeded  this  difeafe,  if  mercury 
has  been  judicioufly  adminiftered ; nor  can  they 
with  truth  alfert  that  the  fame  abfolute  fecurity 
againft  any  future  effects  of  the  poifon  is  to  be 
obtained  by  any  other  remedy.  But,  fay  they, 
mercury  is  inimical  to  the  conflitution,  and 
ffiould  therefore  be  difpenfed  with  in  the  gonor- 
rhoea. This  charge  is  ingenioufly  feleded,  as  it 
coincides  with,  and  is  well  adapted  to  fupport, 
the  opinion  of  its  non-neceffity  : but  it  is  not 
founded  in  fad,  for  mercury  does  not  neceffiarily 
produce  thofe  alarming  efieds  which  are  fo  in- 
duftrioully  propagated  and  imputed  to  it  by  its 
enemies  : on  the  contrary,  it  is,  under  proper 
management,  as  fafe  as  it  is  efficacious,  for  it 
raifes  no  ferment  in  the  blood,  creates  no  di« 
fturbance  in  the  firft  paffiages,  if  it  is  given  at 
proper  times,  in  juft  quantities,  and  is  attended 
with  common  care.  If  adminiftered  imprudently 

indeed. 
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indeed,  either  as  to  preparation  or  quantity,  it 
muft  of  courfe  do  mifchief ; and  this  too,  as  it  is 
a powerful  medicine,  may  be  in  proportion  to  its 
efficacy  : but  this  its  effect  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  the  medicine,  but  the  injudicious  adminiftering 
of  it.  It  is  from  this  fource  that  mercury  has 
fallen  into  difcredit,  and  the  generality  of  thofe 
who  objedt  to  its  ufe  in  the  gonorrhoea,  in  order  to 
influence  the  minds  of  young  men  againfl:  it, 
artfully  feledt  thofe  bad  confequences  which  are 
derived  from  the  abufe  of  it,  obferving  at  the  fame 
time  the  mofl  guarded  fllence  as  to  its  virtues. 
The  utmoft  injury  which  can  arife  from  the  ufe 
of  mercury  in  the  gonorrhoea,  is  flight  rheumatifm 
and  tender  gums ; and  fuch  efFedts  are  produced 
either  by  careleffnefs  in  the  patient,  fome  impro- 
per preparation,  or  ill-timed  exhibition  of  it:  but 
furely  fuch  confequences  ffiould  not  be  deemed 
of  fufficient  weight  to  counterballance  the  emi- 
nent advantage  derived  from  it,  that  of  prevent- 
ing at  all  times  univerfal  infedtion  or  pox ; more 
efpecially  as  fuch  injury  may  be  fpeedily  removed 
by  a few  plunges  into  a hot  bath. 
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Besides,  mercury  is  invariably  given  in  the 
confirmed  pox,  in  large  quantities,  and  for  a long- 
continuance,  without  any  implication  of  confe- 
quent  injury ; why  then  fhould  it  be  thought 
prejudicial  in  the  gonorrhoea,  which  is  a difeafe 
produced  by  the  fame  poifon,  and  operating  in  a 
lefs  degree  ? and  which  poifon,  by  ftealing  in- 
fenfibly  into  the  habit,  does  afterwards  occafion 
a more  tedious  courfe  of  that  invaluable  medi- 
cine. There  are  many  other  arguments  which 
might  be  enforced  in  fupport  of  the  innocence 
and  necefiity  of  the  ufe  of  mercury ; but  as  there 
are  fome  men  in  whom  prejudice  is  fo  deeply 
impreffed  as  fcarcely  to  be  erafed,  rather  than 
defcend  into  a needlels  refutation  of  every  mi- 
nute and  idle  obje&ion  which  has  been  raifed 
againft  it,  I fhall  appeal,  once  for  all,  to  its  very 
general  and  familiar  ufe  in  almofi:  every  family  in 
the  kingdom,  and  for  a variety  of  difeafes  befides 
the  venereal,  to  evince  that  it  is  not  that  baneful 
drug,  which  thole  interefted  in  its  dilgrace  have 
fo  induftripj^fly  laboured  to  inculcate. 


The 


I 


[ 79  1 

The  above  peremptory  injunction  for  the  life 
of  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea 
proceeds  not  from  motives  of  intereft ; for  I have 
no  noltrum  to  difpofe  of,  nor  do  I with  to  impofe 
upon  youth  a method  of  cure  which  is  not  in 
fome  degree  confonant  with  their  ideas.  What 
I have  advanced  as  to  the  conlequences  which 
may  infue  if  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea,  is  left 
folely  to  the  difcharge  and  common  regimen,  as 
well  as  to  all  external  applications,  is  the  refult 
of  reafon  as  well  as  experience ; of  the  former 
they  may  be  judges,  without  being  anatomifts  $ 
and  as  to  the  latter,  I truft  their  candour  will  ac- 
quit me  of  any  intentional  deception,  when  t 
aifert  that  too  many  inftances  have  fallen  within 

I 

my  knowledge  where  a pox  has  fucceeded  a clap 
under  the  management  above  reprobated,  and 
that  no  fuch  confequence  has  ever  arifen  where 
mercury  has  been  judicioully  given.  I therefore 
ferioully  advife  young  men  to  fhun  all  external 
fpecifics ; to  treat  the  infinuating  language  of 
empiricifm  with  the  contempt  it  deferves,  and  as 
they  regard  their  health  to  apply  to  phyficians 

and 
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and  furgeons  of  credit ; as  men  of  honour,  they 

will  unite  their  chara&er  and  the  welfare  of  their 

•# 

patients  in  mutual  intereft,  and  by  a timely  and 
proper  exhibition  of  this  invaluable  medicine, 
will  remove  their  difeafe  with  fafety  and  cer- 
tainty. 

\ 

I have  now  finifhed  my  enquiry ; and,  if  in 
my  difcuffion  of  the  fubjedl  of  it,  I fhall  appear 
to  have  nurtured  a too  favourite  child,  let  it  be 
remembered  that  I am  difinterefted  in  the  choice; 
that  I have  no  view  in  railing  it  up,  but  as  an 
example  for  young  men  to  profit  by.  I affirm 
no  harm  can  infue  from  placing  the  moll 
implicit  faith  in  what  I have  delivered  ; on  the 
contrary,  I pronounce  much  good  may  arile  ; but 
as  I wilh  not  to  incur  the  belief  of  my  readers 
in  the  arguments  I have  advanced,  unlefs  they 
are  perfectly  reconcileable  with  their  ideas,  I 
fhall  reft  the  iftue  of  my  labours  on  the  literal 
fenfe  of  the  following  quotation  : 

. — “Si  tibi  vera  videtur 

Bede  mantu ; aut  fi  falfa  eji , accingere  contra . 
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